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Art. 2. — This commission shall be competent to decide the follow- 

1. All questions referring to the prevention of contagious diseases, 
quarantine, sanitary cordons, leper asylums, supply of vaccine and 
serum, and naval hygiene. 

2. Hygienic methods for improving, from a health point of view, 
water systems, food products, medicines, and other substances and 
provisions. 

3. Methods for improving climate, for purification of the air, 
improvement of the soil, and hygienic construction for dwelling 
houses, workshops, and public buildings. 

4. Advancement of social hygiene, including the prevention of 
tuberculosis and the study of bacteriological diseases. 

5. Public aid. 

6. Medical statistics. 

7. Sanitary legislation. 

Art. 3. — The commission shall be constituted as follows: A con- 
suitor of hygiene who shall preside, 5 physicians, 1 engineer, and a 
lawyer. Four of the physicians shall be professors in the departments 
of hygiene, biological physics and chemistry, physiology, and bac- 
teriology of the Central University, and the perpetual secretary of the 
Academy of Medicine. The remaining physician and the other mem- 
bers will be named in a separate resolution. 

Art. 4.— The commission shall have a president, vice-president, 
and secretary, chosen by the commission itself from its members. 

Art. 5. — The commission of public hygiene shall render weekly 
reports to the national government through the minister of the inte- 
rior, such reports to give an account of the work of the commission 
and the sanitary state of the cities. It shall present resolutions in 
regard to the questions which the said ministry shall submit to it for 
its examination, and shall proceed immediately after its installation 
to elaborate projects of laws for public hygiene which the government 
shall submit to the national congress. 

Art. 6. The carrying out of the decree is intrusted to the minister 
of the interior. 

J. V. Gomez, 
Constitutionally charged with the Presidency of the Republic. 

Caracas, March 17, 1909. 

foreign and insular statistical reports of countries and 
cities untabulated. 

Africa — Transvaal — Johannesburg. — Two weeks end id February 
20, 1909. Estimated population, 180,687. Total number of deaths, 
157, including enteric fever 5, diphtheria 1, and 19 from tuberculosis. 

Algeria — Bona. — Month of January, 1909. Estimated popu- 
lation, 42,000. Total number of daaths, 123, including smallpox 7, 
enteric fever 1, diphtheria 1, measles 2, whooping cough 1, and 12 
from tuberculosis. 

Month of February, 1909. Total number of deaths, 111, includ- 
ing smallpox 13, enteric fever 1, diphtheria 2, measles 1, and 9 from 
tuberculosis. 
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Australia — New South Wales — Newcastle. — Month of January, 
1909. Estimated population, 51,450. Total number of deaths, 
520, including enteric fever 13, whooping cough 2, diphtheria 3, 
and 35 from tuberculosis. 

The State of South Australia, including the city of Adelaide. — Six 
weeks ended February 6, 1909. Estimated population: State, 
394,692; city 40,185. Total number of deaths, 496, including 
enteric fever 11, diphtheria 2, and 53 from tuberculosis. Cases: 
Enteric fever 109, scarlet fever 7, diphtheria 37, and tuberculosis 83 . 

Queensland — Brisbane. — Month of February, 1909. Estimated 
population, 135,665. Total number of deaths, 125, including enteric 
fever 6, and 8 from pulmonary tuberculosis. 

Azores — St. Michaels. — Month of February, 1909. Estimated 
population, 131,183. Total number of deaths, 184, including measles 
1, whooping cough 12, and 6 from tuberculosis. 

Brazil — Ceara. — Month of February, 1909. Estimated popula- 
tion, 55,000. Total number of deaths, 114, including enteric fever 5, 
whooping cough 1, and 16 from tuberculosis. 

Bahia. — Annual report for the year 1908. Total number of deaths,, 
5,754, corresponding to an annual death rate of 21.71 per 1,000 of 
population which is estimated at 265,000. Deaths include plague 52, 
smallpox 85, enteric fever 24, beriberi 85, tuberculosis 756, measles 8, 
yellow fever 14, leprosy 1, and 2 from diphtheria. 

Pernambuco. — Two weeks ended February 28, 1909. Estimated 
population, 210,000. Total number of deaths, 243, including small- 
pox 5, beriberi 1, enteric fever 1, and 44 from tuberculosis. 

Canada — British Columbia — • Vancouver.— Month of March, 1909. 
Estimated population, 66,500. Total number of deaths, 47, including 
scarlet fever 2, beriberi 1, and 6 from tuberculosis. Cases: Smallpox 
3, measles 50, scarlet fever 18, diphtheria 6, whooping cough 31, and 
enteric fever 21. 

Quebec — Sherbroolce. — Month of March, 1909. Estimated popu- 
lation, 15,000. Total number of deaths, 19, including 8 from 
tuberculosis. 

France — Calais. — Month of March, 1909. Estimated population, 
80,000. Total number of deaths, 171, including scarlet fever 1, 
diphtheria 2, measles 2, whooping cough 1, and 26 from tuberculosis. 

Cherbourg. — Month of March, 1909. Estimated population, 43,948. 
Total number of deaths, 163, including enteric fever 31, diphtheria 1, 
whooping cough 1, and 24 from tuberculosis. 

Great Britain — England and Wales. — The deaths registered in 76 
great towns in England and Wales during the week ended March 27, 
1909, correspond to an annual rate of 19.8 per 1,000 population, 
which is estimated at 16,445,281. 

London. — One thousand nine hundred and eighty-nine deaths were 
registered during the week, including measles 118, scarlet fever 9, 
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diphtheria 15, enteric fever 5, whooping cough 40, tuberculosis 143, 
and 12 from diarrhea. The deaths from all causes correspond to 
an annual rate of 21.5 per 1,000. In Greater London 2,776 deaths 
were registered. In the "outer ring" the deaths included 13 from 
measles, 1 from scarlet fever, 3 from diphtheria, 6 from whooping 
cough, and 2 from enteric fever. 

Ireland. — The average annual death rate represented by the deaths 
registered during the week ended March 27, 1909, in the 21 principal 
town districts of Ireland was 25.1 per 1,000 of the population, which 
is estimated at 1,142,308. The lowest rate was recorded in Drogheda, 
viz, 8.2, and the highest in Kilkenny, viz, 34.3 per 1,000. 

Scotland. — The deaths registered in 8 principal towns during the 
week ended March 27, 1909, correspond to an annual rate of 20.5 per 
1,000 of the population, which is estimated at 1,839,038. The high- 
est rate of mortality was recorded in Perth, viz, 35.2, and the lowest 
in Aberdeen, viz, 16.1 per 1,000. The aggregate number of deaths 
registered from all causes was 732, including diphtheria 8, measles 3, 
scarlet fever 5, enteric fever 2, and 52 from whooping cough. 

Italy — Genoa. — Two weeks ended March 31, 1909. Estimated 
population, 279,163. Total number of deaths, 424, including diph- 
theria 2, measles 19, scarlet fever 2, and 34 from tuberculosis. 

Mexico — Tampico.— Month of March, 1909. Estimated population, 
20,000. Total number of deaths, 42, including 8 from tuberculosis. 

New Zealand — Auckland. — Month of January, 1909. Estimated 
population, 75,345. Total number of deaths, 49, including 2 from 
tuberculosis. 

Wellington. — Month of January, 1909. Estimated population, 
73,697. Total number of deaths, 56, including scarlet fever 2, and 
8 from tuberculosis. 

(Jhristchurch,. — Month of January, 1909. Estimated population, 
62,096. Total number of deaths, 44. including 5 from tuberculosis. 

Dune-din. — Month of January, 1909. Estimated population, 
61,279. Total number of deaths, 65, including enteric fever 1, 
measles 2, and 4 from tuberculosis. 

West Indies — Curacao. — Month ended April 2, 1909. Estimated 
population, 30,400. Total number of deaths, 22. Cause of deaths 
not reported. 

Jamaica — Kingston. — Month of March, 1909. Estimated popu- 
lation, 52,065. Total number of deaths, 162, including enteric fever 6, 
and 21 from tuberculosis. 

St. Thomas. — Month of March, 1909. Estimated population, 
11,000. Total number of deaths, 18, including 3 from tuberculosis. 



